

ADOPTED 8/25/09


Introduced by Council Members Johnson, Corrigan, Webb & Lee: 

RESOLUTION 2009-680-A
A RESOLUTION MOURNING THE PASSING OF FORMER FLORIDA COMMUNITY COLLEGE AT JACKSONVILLE NORTH CAMPUS PRESIDENT DR. EZEKIEL WILLIAM BRYANT; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
the embodiment of a flourishing City includes diverse, thriving neighborhoods, a clean environment, attractive, affordable housing, thriving commercial endeavors, enriching cultural outlets, a good transportation system and vibrant, genuine civic pride; and

WHEREAS,
paramount and at the core of a modern, first-tier City is education and the teachers that are the foundation and pillars of a good education system; and

WHEREAS,
in the pantheon of the many educators and civic leaders who have shaped Jacksonville’s history and molded its character, who
have left an indelible imprint on Jacksonville’s growth and greatness, the contributions of Dr. Ezekiel William Bryant were many and noteworthy; and
WHEREAS,
a life-long resident of Jacksonville, Dr. Ezekiel Bryant was born on July 11, 1931, raised on the Eastside and graduated from Old Stanton High School in 1950; and
WHEREAS,
taking on jobs as a clothing salesman, cook, waiter and shipyards worker, Dr. Bryant earned an associate’s degree from Edward Waters College and went on to acquire a bachelor’s degree from Bethune-Cookman College, a Master of Education degree from Boston University and a doctorate in education from Nova University; and
WHEREAS,
in 1955, Dr. Bryant launched a teaching career at Matthew Gilbert Junior-Senior High School where he taught social studies; he went on to become the second principal of Raines High School and for 24 years was associated with Florida Community College at Jacksonville, becoming, in 1974, the first African American Campus President in the Florida Community College System when he took helm as North Campus president where today a building bears his name; and 

WHEREAS,
throughout his exemplary life, Dr. Bryant committed his energies and leadership to the kind of endeavors that advanced the quality of life in Jacksonville, as a founding member and one-time congregational president of St. Paul Lutheran Church, in leadership roles in the YMCA, as president of numerous fraternal organizations, president of FlaJax Club, and in a leading role in bringing the American community college model to Senegal, West Africa to implement higher education reform; and

WHEREAS,
Dr. Ezekiel Bryant died on July 26, 2009 but his memory, stellar career, and numerous, significant contributions in making ours a better, more humane community and City will forever be in our hearts and he will be sorely missed;  now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville mourns the passing of Dr. Ezekiel William Bryant, former president of Florida Community College at Jacksonville, North Campus, and extends its condolences to his family, friends and admirers throughout the City.



Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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